KIDNEY   VETCH,   LADY'S   FINGERS,   AnthyWs

vulneraria L.

116. Kidney Vetch, Lady's Fingers, Anthyllis vulneraria L.
(X f); perennial herb covered with very short appressed hairs;
root-stock woody, branched; stems annual, spreading or ascend-
ing, up to about li ft. long, each terminating in 1 or more often
2 depressed-globose clusters of flowers, girt by leafy bracts (see
note below); basal leaves (A, X -|) with broader leaflets than the
stem-leaves, the terminal leaflet much larger than the others
and oblong-lanceolate, entire; stem-leaves subscssilc, pinnate,
leaflets linear to linear-lanceolate, the lowermost pair resembling
stipules; flower-heads (see note below) up to 1J in. diam, girt by
narrow leafy bracts (B, X 0) shorter than the flowers; -calyx
(C, X 2) tubular and inflated, somewhat 2-lipped, the back Up
unequally 4-toothed, the front lip entire or slightly toothed,
covered with long hairs outside; petals usually yellow, but vary-
ing to deep red; for standard, see fig. D, X 2J-, wing, fig. E, X 2J,
and keel petals, fig. F, X 2i; stamens (G, X li) 10 their stalks
united into 1 sheath;   anthers equal, short; .ovary (H, X 4)
long-stalked, oblong, glabrous, 2-ovuled (J, X 6); style slender,
bent in the upper part,, glabrous; fruits enclosed in the calyx,
ith 1 or 2 seeds (family Papilionaceae).
In this plant the beginning of the formation of a head of flowers
unrounded by an involucre of bracts (capitulum) may be clearly
raced.   The head of flowers is really composed of a number of
mailer clusters, each of which is subtended by a much-reduced
nodified leaf divided nearly to the base into several narrow leaflets
B, x 0); the lowest pair of leaflets often look very like stipules,
)ut the absence of real stipules may be checked by examining the
)asal leaves, in which there is no trace of them; a striking feature
)f the floral structure is the stalked (stipitate) ovary (H, X 4),

The pollen is collected into threads and is discharged from the
[lowers by a pumping arrangement, the ends of the filaments of
the stamens being thickened and club-like. The pollen is stored
up in the tip of the keel-petals before the flower opens, and-is
released by insect visitors.. Not until the pollen is carried away
does the stigma of the same flower become receptive, and this is
caused by insects rubbing against it. The species is found
chiefly in hilly districts throughout Europe and western Asia. It
flowers in early summer.
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